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What’s Inside
Central Washington Flyfi shing
By Gunnar Hinds
Staff Reporter
The Yakima River is known to be one 
of  the most popular rivers in Washington 
State for fl y fi shing. 
Fly fi shing is open year-round to the 
public and for those in Ellensburg, it can be 
a way to experience the outdoors. 
Few CWU students know that OPR 
(Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals) has people 
who are knowledgeable about fl y fi shing. 
Nick Poprawski works for OPR and is very 
insightful about diff erent locations on river.
“OPR does a lot of  work with the riv-
er guides by helping with extra rafts, and 
some people in the past have also helped 
on guided trips with outfi tters in town,” 
Poprawski said. 
Professional guide service the Wor-
ley-Bugger is a welcoming and educational 
spot for people both new to fl y fi shing and 
to the pros. They has been in business in 
Ellensburg for 25 years. 
Worley-Bugger prides themselves on 
having a complete pro-shop and guide 
services. 
For beginners to the sport, the shop 
holds fl y tying classes that are cheap and 
very useful if  you want to save money 
on fl ies. 
OBSERVERTHE
By Miles King
News Editor
ASCWU candidates 
gathered in the SURC Pit 
Wednesday, April 4 at noon 
for public debate. Ques-
tions for the hopeful candi-
dates focused primarily on 
equity and inclusivity.  
About 50 students and 
a few faculty members lis-
tened to a list of  questions 
from a panel consisting of  
three election commission 
members and Dean of  Stu-
dent Success William Scha-
fer. Commission members 
included Chairman Eric 
Bennett, Taylor Tahkeal 
and Arber Denniri.
When asked if  CWU 
was performing poorly re-
garding equity and inclu-
sivity, a couple candidates 
agreed the university could 
improve, but “poorly” was 
the wrong word choice. 
Jessica Hernandez, 
who is running for Vice 
President for Equity and 
Community Affairs, be-
lieves CWU is doing a 
poor job of  promoting 
Equality and Services 
Council organizations. 
She would like the uni-
versity to do more to pro-
mote those groups.
Bailey Kinker, candi-
date for Vice President for 
Clubs and Organizations, 
believes inclusivity goes 
deeper than just being wel-
comed to CWU. 
“It’s one thing to be wel-
comed into a home; it’s 
another to feel included,” 
Kinker said.  
Equity, inclusivity and 
equality were the focus 
of  a majority of  the ques-
tions. Some of  the candi-
dates appeared to be ner-
vous, while others seemed 
more comfortable speaking 
at the podium. After ques-
tions from the commission 
concluded, the audience 
was welcomed to ask ques-
tions regarding any topic. 
Some of  the audience had 
left by this time, only about 
30 remained. 
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ASCWU candidates Edith Rojas, left, and Brandon Barrett, right, debate at the last candidate debate on Tuesday, April 10.
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Financial aid to off er Pell 
Grants for summer sessions
By Mathilde Angeledei
Staff Reporter
For most students, summer is a time 
for sun and chilling with friends and 
family, but not for all. For a handful of  
others, it is a time to study. 
CWU is still open during the 
summer, but 
most classes are 
offered  online. 
This gives stu-
dents an oppor-
tunity to finish 
their degree 
faster and focus 
on courses re-
quired for their 
major.
Even though this period is called a 
“quarter,” students could not use the 
Federal Pell Grant to pay their summer 
tuition before this year. The United 
States Department of  Education re-
cently made the decision to allow stu-
dents to receive the Federal Pell grant 
for summer quarter. This decision is 
due to an increase in summer enroll-
ment. 
The Federal Pell Grant is an aid 
which provides assistance to low-income 
undergraduate students to promote ac-
cess to post-secondary education ac-
cording to the fi nancial aid website. 
According to the Director of  the 
Financial Aid service Adrian Naranjo, 
this change is a great opportunity for 
students who want to do summer quar-
ter but could not aff ord it in the past. 
“I think it will defi nitely help our stu-
dents because we do 
have Pell students here 
at Central,” Naranjo 
said.  “Some of  them, 
if  they need to take a 
class to fi nish quickly 
or fi nish an internship, 
all the funding will be 
there now.”
The procedure for 
applying is diff erent 
from other quarters. Students need to go 
www.cwu.edu, and under the “Financial 
Aid” tab, choose “Summer Aid.” 
“The summer application is an ad-
ditional step for us, to know who is plan-
ning to go to summer quarter and how 
many credits they are going to take,” 
Naranjo said. “Then we can award to 
this amount and students will know how 
much money they will have.” 
- See “Aid” page 3
The Yakima River is known for it’s prestine fi shing spots, which allow access to such fi sh as the cutthroat trout.
Wikimedia Commons
State Attorney General 
Visits CWU
Opera  for 
Everyone
Chris Jones Captivates 
CWU
”
“Some of them, if they need to take a class to fi nish quickly or fi nish an internship, all the 
funding will be there now. 
-Adrian Naranjo, Director of Financial Aid
Junior track and  eld star hurdles over records
Turn to Page 10
ASCWU ELECTION CENTRAL
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EVERGREEN SCENE
Opioid prescriptions down
By Jack Belcher
Senior News Reporter
A new study released by 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
has found that there may 
be a possible link between 
the legalization of  marijua-
na and a decrease in opioid 
addiction.
Opioids have been a 
huge problem in Amer-
ica for the last couple of  
years, with 115 people 
dying from an overdose 
every day according to 
the CDC (Center For 
Disease Control and 
Prevention). 
Brittany Choyce, 
owner of  the Green 
Shelf, an Ellensburg dis-
pensary, opened her store 
for this exact reason.
Choyce has personal-
ly lost people close to her 
from opioid overdose. 
“He ran out of  his medica-
tions and bought some on 
the street, and overdosed 
and died,” Choyce said.
Choyce believes that if  
they had marijuana avail-
able then her boyfriend 
could have used it to man-
age his pain and work his 
way off the opioids. Ac-
cording to Choyce, he had 
major back problems and 
had discs in his back that 
were leaking fluid. During 
this time he was under the 
care of  a doctor. 
Choyce said that the state 
they were in at the time 
had not legalized weed, 
which made it hard to get 
and hard to find the cor-
rect kind. Choyce said that 
every day, people come in 
looking for a way to get off 
their opioids. 
According to Doug Fulp, 
assistant director of  well-
ness at CWU, opioids are 
used as pain medication 
because they block the pain 
receptors in their brains 
from receiving the pain sig-
nals.
“What can be risky with 
that is that if  they continue 
on with this for a while, it 
blocks all the pain recep-
tors. Not just the really 
bad ones,” Fulp said, “At 
some point you can then 
become overly sensitized 
to pain when you don’t 
have that opioid, or that 
pain receptor [becomes] 
blocked. That’s where 
people can get hooked 
on them, because they 
don’t want to feel any 
pain.”
Fulp believes that there 
is some evidence that mar-
ijuana could help lower the 
amount of  opioids that are 
prescribed. He believes 
that people could be turn-
ing to marijuana to help 
with consistent chronic 
pain, because it be better 
than taking lots of  opioid 
pills. 
There may be a link between marijuana use and lower opioid prescriptions.
Photo Illustration by Xander Fu/The Observer 
ecome back to another 
issue of  The Observer.
Natalie Hyland here 
again to give you a quick 
overview of  some of  the 
changes you can expect as 
well as a little shameless 
promotion of  the paper 
that myself  and Eric have 
spent the past two years 
pouring hours into.
As you noticed last week, 
our front page looks pretty 
different. We were so excit-
ed to hear what everyone 
thought and even more ex-
cited by the overwhelming-
ly positive response we got 
from the community and 
the communication depart-
ment.  
The Observer you know 
will soon become The Ob-
server you knew. We know 
there have been some spots 
on our record in the past 
and we’re working on them.
One rumor we want to 
dispel first and foremost 
is that we’re exclusive. We 
enjoy working with report-
ers from every major, every 
year and every interest. If  
you’re willing to write it, 
we’re willing to run it. 
The Observer is a one-
to-three-credit class that 
meets every Tuesday and 
Thursday in Bouillon 102 
form 4 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. 
and we teach you every-
thing you need to know 
about writing and report-
ing on the job while you get 
real-world experiences. 
By interviewing and writ-
ing stories you get to meet 
people from all walks of  
life, which I think is one of  
the coolest parts of  being a 
journalist. In just my time 
at CWU, I’ve met everyone 
from mayors and sheriffs to 
kids raising livestock for the 
junior livestock auction. 
If  you’re keeping up with 
our social media, you know 
we’ve put out a call for stu-
dent work. We want to see 
your comics, drawings, po-
etry, short stories, or what-
ever you’re working on. If  
you’re interested in submit-
ting work you can reach out 
to us on Facebook or Twit-
ter, or email submissions to 
editor@cwuobserver.com.
In the next couple of  is-
sues, we’ll have a brand 
new section of  engagement 
space featuring you, the 
students of  CWU. Here 
you’ll find things like Twit-
ter polls, puzzles and an 
“on this week in history” 
section. 
When that section 
launches, expect to see us 
in the SURC Pit celebrat-
ing and we invite you to 
join us.
One of  the biggest things 
Eric and I discussed before 
our interview last quarter 
was wanting to give space 
to the students and com-
munity members to display 
what they spend their time 
doing. Now that we have 
the manpower to make it 
work, we’re getting ready 
to make it a reality. 
Some of  you also may 
not know that we’ve moved 
into a new, more inviting 
office in Lind 115 (we even 
have windows now). You 
can find us between the 
Pulse and NewsWatch of-
fices. 
In the coming weeks, 
we’ll be opening our doors 
and inviting anyone and 
everyone who wants to 
drop to do so. We aren’t 
the stereotypical anti-social 
shut-ins hunched over com-
puters that some people be-
lieve we are. 
We would love to be the 
ones answering the ques-
tions for once.
Have a great week!
Natalie Hyland
Co-Editor 
Deck
Observation
W
Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which 
student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of  the Observer is two-fold; 
to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students 
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate, 
dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the 
free debate of  issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the best 
source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the 
Observer is the practical application of  the theories and principles of  journalism. It teaches 
students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of  the 
community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values, and skills 
needed to succeed in their chosen career. If  you have questions call (509) 963 - 1073 or e-mail 
us at cwuobserver@gmail.com 
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-Doug Fulp, CWU Wellness Center
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Tweets  From 
The S t reets
Thoughts from our 
Wildcats
By Miles King
and Eric Rosane
After a lawsuit filed by 
Washington Attorney gen-
eral Bob Ferguson was up-
held continuing deportation 
protections for dreamers in 
Washington, letters of  grat-
itude flooded the Attorney 
General’s office.
One letter, from a girl the 
same age as Attorney Gener-
al Bob Ferguson’s daughter 
Katie, thanked him for his 
service. In the letter the girl 
wrote, “if  you did not stand 
up, I would not be here.”
This is the kind of  work 
the Attorney General’s of-
fice has been doing in the 
last year. 
About 70 students, facul-
ty and members of  the me-
dia gathered in the SURC 
Theatre Tuesday evening to 
hear how Ferguson is serv-
ing Washington residents. 
Ferguson spoke of  two ma-
jor lawsuits in the past year. 
The first being the execu-
tive order travel ban from 
President Trump; the sec-
ond being the deportation 
protections for dreamers. 
Students attended for var-
ious reasons, some for extra 
credit, others because they 
support the work the Attor-
ney General’s office does.
“I was going to come even 
before my class offered ex-
tra credit,” said junior law 
and justice major Jordan 
Bruce. “I just like it when 
politicians come to Ellens-
burg… you get a view of  
what’s going on.”
Political science major 
Nancy Canales attended be-
cause of  Ferguson’s strong 
influence on her. Inspired 
by what his office has ac-
complished, Canales wish-
es to attend law school 
after graduating CWU. 
Canales has participat-
ed in DACA protests in 
the past with United 
We Dream, a youth-led 
group that fights for 
dreamers. 
Ferguson’s office em-
ploys about 600 profes-
sional staff  members 
and he directs about 
600 attorneys across 
the state. Washington was 
the first state to fight the 
travel ban. The Attorney 
General’s office has filed 24 
lawsuits against the Trump 
administration in the last 
year; they haven’t lost a 
case yet.
“Shane knows [that] I’m 
not one to keep score, but 
we’re five-and-zero, Mr. 
President,” Ferguson said. 
Of  the 24 filed lawsuits, 
one regarded the transgen-
der military ban, 12 on en-
vironmental cases, two on 
the Affordable Care Act 
and one on net neutrality. 
The office decides which 
lawsuits to file based on 
three key factors. The first 
factor is how Washington 
residents are affected; the 
second, the strength of  
the legal standing; and the 
third, the legal arguments 
available. 
The first major lawsuit 
filed against the Trump 
administration regarding 
the travel ban was filed the 
Monday following the exec-
utive order signing on Fri-
day evening. Ferguson and 
his team knew the president 
was considering the ban 
from his words on the cam-
paign trail. Ferguson and 
his team had to work quick-
ly; the executive order went 
into effect immediately. 
At first, Washington stood 
alone as the only state to 
challenge the travel ban. 
Many in the national media 
believed any challenge to 
the travel ban on a state lev-
el would fail. Ferguson took 
the calculated risk.
“The point of  the game is 
to win. Yes, I realize that I 
might lose, it might even in-
crease my chances of  losing, 
but It’s definitely increas-
ing my chances of  winning,” 
Ferguson said. “So, this 
is not the legal term, but 
‘screw it. I’m doing it.’”
The lawsuit victory made 
national headlines. Ander-
son Cooper’s staff  called 
Ferguson’s mother trying to 
reach him for an interview. 
The second major lawsuit 
Ferguson’s office filed re-
garded deportation protec-
tion for dreamers. Sept. 5, 
2017, the Trump adminis-
tration rescinded DACA, 
removing deportation 
protections for dream-
ers. Dreamers were de-
ported to countries they 
were unfamiliar with. 
Ferguson’s team filed 
their lawsuit the next 
day. Like the travel ban 
lawsuit, they were pre-
pared. 
The event concluded 
with a question and an-
swer session. Audience mem-
bers asked Ferguson about 
environmental issues affect-
ing Washington, if  conser-
vative views are being muted 
and if  Trump administration 
policies are reversible.
One audience member 
to come to the microphone, 
an older male Trump sup-
porter, was happy Ferguson 
supports the the Supreme 
Court. However, he did 
not agree with Ferguson 
challenging presidential 
authority. The man often 
interrupted Ferguson and 
eventually left frustrated. 
“You just keep talking 
and talking,” the man said.
Attorney General comes to CWU
Bob Ferguson discusses how he combated Trump’s travel ban.
Xander Fu/The Observer
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“I just like it when politicians come to Ellensburg... You get a view of what’s going on. 
-Jordan Bruce, law and justice major
Although the procedure 
requires another step for 
summer quarter, everything 
else is the same. Concern-
ing the amount of  money 
given, a crucial question for 
students, it will not change 
and will be based on the 
number of  credits taken by 
the student. 
Connor Wilson, a sopho-
more cybersecurity major, 
expressed interest in sum-
mer quarter to finish his 
degree quicker. 
“I don’t have a plan for 
this summer. I was thinking 
about doing summer quarter 
to save time,” Wilson said. 
Like many other students, 
Wilson needs grants or loans 
to study at CWU. “The 
decision [to] allow students 
to use [a] Federal Pell Grant 
for summer quarter is a 
real step to make education 
better and affordable for 
everyone,” Wilson said. 
Wilson said he wasn’t 
aware of  the  Pell Grant 
extension towards summer 
quarter. 
Hitoshi Tanaka, an inter-
national student from Japan 
majoring in business ad-
ministration, said the same. 
“I didn’t hear about the 
decision and if  it concerns 
international student.” A 
lot of  questions still re-
mains about the Federal Pell 
Grant. 
To answer to all those 
questions, the financial aid 
is planning to make more 
communication. 
“We’re working with 
Central Washington Public-
ity Center,” Naranjo said. 
Emails were sent to advi-
sors and students already 
in the Pell Grant program. 
The office is planning to do 
more publicity, especially in 
the SURC, to ensure that 
every student is aware of  
the change. 
The deadline to apply for 
summer financial aid is June 
1 and additional informa-
tion is available on the cwu.
edu financial aid page.
“Aid” from page 1
Pell Grant available for 
summer students
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By Matt Escamilla
Staff Reporter
Having a place to go where 
people can voice opinions and 
concerns within a community 
is essential to keeping issues at 
bay. Faculty Senate meetings 
provide an opportunity for 
faculty and administration at 
CWU to voice their opinions 
and concerns. The first confer-
ence of  the quarter was held on 
April 4 in Barge Hall.
Campus safety 
A topic for all institutions 
is campus safety. CWU Police 
Chief  Jason Berthon-Koch 
spoke to the audience about the 
status of  campus safety. Faculty 
in Dean Hall expressed concern 
that the doors in the building 
are not lockable from the inside 
and they open outwards, mak-
ing it difficult to barricade the 
doorway. 
“We are fairly safe…. We are 
an open and inviting cam-
pus,” Berthon-Koch said. He 
reminded the staff that they are 
responsible for themselves and 
that their students are responsi-
ble adults as well. His advice to 
anyone in an active shooter sit-
uation is “run, hide, fight,” the 
same protocol recommended 
by the Department of  Home-
land Security. 
Canvas downtime 
CWU’s student population 
has grown over the past few 
years and will continue to do so 
in the future. With that growth 
comes the need to ensure that 
CWU has the resources to han-
dle student-used programs such 
as Canvas.
Chief  Information Security 
Officer Andreas Bohman no-
ticed the need for improvement 
last October.
“We had a downtime of  43 
min… our goal is to be at four 
minutes,” Bohman said. 
Even though 43 minutes of  
downtime per month  isn’t a 
huge amount, Bohman realized 
the impact it can have on 
students.
“We see ourselves as an in-
tegral part of  student success,” 
Bohman said. “We take this se-
riously.” The Information Secu-
rity Services Department spent 
40,000 of  its $9.2 million an-
nual budget on more hardware 
and storage to build toward the 
goal of  only  four minutes of  
downtime per month 
43 min of  DT per month… 
goal is 4 per month 
 
Film curriculum changes
 
The film department adjust-
ed its curriculum by creating 
two new minors: screenwriting 
and cinema studies, both of  
which used to be offered as 
majors.
“It was cost prohibitive to of-
fer three degrees when 90 per-
cent [of  students in the major] 
were in Film Production,” Film 
Program Director Jon Ward 
said. Over the last three years 
the department’s curriculum 
has been re-envisioned.
“It’s a nice clear vision… 
the curriculum is much more 
rigorous,” Ward said. “We want 
our students to be prepared.” 
The department will be more 
effective because the course 
work will be ordered. To find 
out more information regarding 
the curriculum, see the link 
below
                                                         
Finals week schedule
Finals week is tough on 
everyone involved. It becomes 
even more stressful when a 
class doesn’t finish within their 
two-hour window. Supervisor 
of  Academic Scheduling Amy 
Alder said, “The finals sched-
ule is done automatically… A 
system does it on a matrix.” 
She said that after the schedule 
is generated, it’s advised that 
professors and instructors check 
for conflicts because although 
it’s rare, it can happen. 
“We already talked to reg-
istrar’s office about the issue,” 
Alder said. The last final is tak-
ing place between 6 and 8 p.m., 
it would be tough to push the 
schedule back even 10 minutes 
to create more time between 
finals.
The next Faculty Senate 
meeting will be on May 2 at 
3:10 p.m. in Barge Hall.
Questions from the audience covered 
more topics than those from the com-
mission. One regarded gauging student 
feedback and how candidates would 
consider it. 
Stan Southern, who is running for 
re-election for Vice President for Clubs 
and Organizations, alluded to the built-in 
survey builder in MyCWU as a tool to 
gauge student feedback. 
JR Siperly, candidate for Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, suggested the best 
method to find solutions for student feed-
back is holding multiple discussions. 
Another question from the audience 
asked the candidates how they would 
maintain a budget if  elected.
“It is up to the students where money 
goes,” Southern said.
A proposed multi-cultural center, which 
is part of  a planned SURC expansion, 
was one topic nearly all candidates agreed 
upon. 
“This is a building for the students paid 
for by the students,” said Leah Mobley, 
who is running unopposed for Vice Presi-
dent for Legislative Affairs. 
The election commission felt the debate 
went very well, citing there was actual 
debate amongst the candidates. 
“The whole point of  a debate is to chal-
lenge each other,” Denniri said. 
Bennett believes this group of  candi-
dates better represents more diversity and 
background than previous elections and 
Election Coordinator Edwin Rodriguez 
thinks the group of  candidates has more 
experience in leadership positions than 
past candidates. 
Myrinda Wolitarsky, cur-
rent Vice President for Equity 
and Community Affairs, went 
through the elections process last 
year on the campaign trail. Ac-
cording to Wolitarsky, this year’s 
election is much more organized 
due to scheduling. 
The election last year was 
scheduled later in the spring, re-
sulting in the current student gov-
ernment not swearing into office 
until finals week of  spring quarter. This 
left very little time for previous ASCWU 
members to train Vice Presidents elects. 
This year, with the election cycle occur-
ring earlier in the spring, the candidates 
running for election now will be sworn 
into office in mid-May, said Wolitarsky. 
This will give them nearly a month to be 
trained by current student government 
members. 
“I wish I would have had someone to 
give me… you know, learning the ropes,” 
Wolitarsky added. 
As for this crop of  candidates, Woli-
tarsky is confident they can uphold the 
mission of  ASCWU. She believes the 
advanced election cycle and month of  
training for newly elected student govern-
ment members will be very beneficial to 
maintaining ASCWU goals. 
“Everyone that is running will have the 
ability to do that,” Wolitarsky said. 
Her advice for Hernandez and Watkins, 
who are running for the position Woli-
tarsky currently holds, is to reach out to 
get student feedback and have the patience 
and motivation to know they are making 
a difference. The position is unique in that 
it represents the voices of  marginalized 
groups, said Wolitarsky. 
Election day is nerve-racking and excit-
ing, according to Wolitarsky. She doesn’t 
think many know the hard work that goes 
into earning votes. Her GPA reached a 
low point during the quarter she spent 
the most time campaigning. School work 
became her lowest priority, but the lead 
up to election day was the part Wolitarsky 
enjoyed most.
“I loved campaigning,” Wolitarsky said. 
She recalled asking students to vote for her 
with an inflatable donut around her waist 
saying, “Donut forget to vote for me.”
Finding out she had won her race was 
exciting and overwhelming.
“Oh my word, I have so much to do,” 
Wolitarsky recalled when seeing the results.
ASCWU go through two rounds of debates
- See “Election” page 1
Faculty  senate overview
Students wait at the Financial Aid office.
Jacob Gerken/The Observer
O
SPJ Finalist for “Best All Around 
Non-Daily” and “General News”
SPJ First Place for “Feature Photo” 
and “Breaking News Photo”
“By the students, for the students!”
ACP Best of Show for “Best Weekly 
Newspaper” and “Small School Website”
cwuobserver.com
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“I wish I would have had someone to give me... You know, learning the ropes. 
-Myrinda Wolitarsky, ASCWU VP for Equity and Community Affairs
You may have seen a head-
line or heard a friend talking 
about self-driving cars and 
perhaps thought about it as 
a cool future technology or a 
neat gimmick. 
However, self-driving cars 
aren’t some faraway thought 
dreamed about by over-opti-
mistic nerds. They exist and are 
currently being developed as the 
way people will get from place 
to place in our lifetimes, most 
likely in our very near lifetimes.
Self-driving cars have gone 
a long way since their early 
development. They have driv-
en millions of  miles, including 
in cities, and have only gotten 
into a few dozen accidents; 
most of  which were the result 
of  a human driver hitting the 
self-driving car. 
By comparison, a human 
driver gets into an accident 
every 164,000 miles on aver-
age, killing over 40,000 people 
in the US alone every year. 
Self-driving cars don’t need to 
be perfect, they just need to be 
better than humans. 
The question isn’t if  
self-driving cars will replace 
those driven by humans, but 
how quickly.
There are plenty of  people 
who love driving and wouldn’t 
ever trust a soulless comput-
er to do it, but large-scale 
technological change doesn’t 
generally pay attention to a 
minority of  people clinging 
to their old-school hobbies or 
being afraid of  a new thing. 
Plenty of  people loved riding 
their horses, and some still 
do, but cars replaced horses 
not because they were a bet-
ter experience, but because 
they were better at their sin-
gle most important job: get-
ting a person from one place 
to another.
There have already been 
tens of  thousands of  orders 
placed by taxi services such as 
Waymo and Uber for self-driv-
ing cars and vans, and many 
delivery companies are doing 
the same. Long-haul trucking 
and industrial drivers are at a 
great risk as well, as numer-
ous companies are working on 
self-driving trucks and other 
vehicles. 
When you remove the hu-
man driver, you get a lot more 
ability to specialize and change 
scale. Tiny bots can move in 
factories and distribution cen-
ters (such as Amazon distribu-
tion centers, which are already 
testing these), and enormous 
bots can work in mines moving 
many tons of  raw material. 
The biggest change will 
come not in how people move 
themselves around, but to one 
of  the largest industries in the 
US: transportation. Transpor-
tation employs about eight 
million people in the US and 
70 million worldwide accord-
ing the Bureau of  Labor Sta-
tistics. That is a lot of  people 
about to be out of  a job.
Human employees make up 
about one-third of  the costs for 
transportation companies just 
counting salaries. 
Self-driving cars are com-
ing, and they’re the fi rst place 
where people will see the robots 
changing society. They make 
sense in terms of  safety for 
people and cost for companies. 
This isn’t to say that self-driving 
cars are good or bad, but just 
that they are inevitable. 
We often think of  big 
technological change com-
ing from the shiny and ex-
pensive stuff  like a new 
spacecraft or phone, but 
more commonly technolog-
ical revolution comes from 
the last decade’s inventions 
becoming mainstream. This 
is why it’s important to re-
member that the self-driving 
cars are here now, and it’s 
only a matter of  time before 
they take over, becoming the 
way people get around with-
out thinking twice.
EDITOR: ERIC ROSANE  editor@cwuobserver.com
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By 
Nicholas 
Tucker
Staff Reporter
With self-driving cars - it’s not a matter of if, but when
Transportation companies, such as Uber and Waymo, have begun long-term investments in self-driving vehicles.
Photo Illustration by Jack Lambert for The Observer
We want to hear from you! Send us your letters, opinions or sentiments to editor@cwuobserver.com
Wednesday
4:30 - 8 PM • Holmes Dining Room
Central Comfort Food Station
B l u e  P l a t e 
S p e c i a l   $ 1 1 . 2 0 
6oz Flank Steak
Ranch Parmesan   
   Red Potatoes
Asparagus
Bread
Meal  plan discounts & sales tax 
appl ied at  register
I n d i v i d u a l  i t e m s
a s  p r i c e d 
6oz Flank Steak   $6.50
Ranch Parmesan   
   Red Potatoes   $2.15
Asparagus    $1.75
Bread     $1.15
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. 
For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu
NOW OPEN!
gtHawaiianShaveIce.com • 206-271-7278
Get your 10th visit on us! 
Ask about our punch card!
Corner of University Way & Walnut 
(across from Lind Hall)
C a r e N e t E l l e n s b u r g . o r g
You have options.
Stop in for a free pregnancy test
(509) 925-2273
Call or Text: 
fb.com/carenetellensburg
Like us:
111 E 4th Ave • Ellensburg
Visit us:
By Miles King
News Editor
 Mass shootings have unfortunately become a 
regular part of  American life. With the recent events at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, how should 
students across campuses nationwide react in an active 
shooter situation?
 According to a report by The Washington Post, 
there have been 150 mass shootings in the United 
States since Aug. 1 1966. A mass shooting is designated 
when four or more individuals are killed. The Post 
specifies that the total does not include gang related 
incidents, robberies gone wrong or 
incidents occurring in private homes. 
 This year, two notable mass 
shootings have already occurred, 
most recently being the hateful acts 
that transpired on Valentine’s Day in 
Parkland, Florida. 19-year-old Nikolas 
Cruz took 17 lives and injured 15 others. 
Since 1966, 1,077 individuals have 
been killed in tragedies similar to this, 
according to The Post.
 Those convicted of  mass murder 
are often associated with or recognized as 
having mental health issues. Identifying 
warning signs such as violent content written in 
journals or on social media is how these tragedies 
can be prevented, according to Darren Higashiyama, 
operations commander for the Kittitas County Sheriff. 
 “You just don’t know what’s going on in 
someone’s head,” Higashiyama said. 
 When a threat is reported, law enforcement 
conducts an assessment in which they meet with the 
school’s principal, vice principal and a teacher who 
is familiar with the student. Law enforcement and 
mental health professionals want to intervene before 
anything happens, Higashiyama said. 
 What if  a threat is undetected? What if  the 
unimaginable occurs and students are caught in an 
active shooter situation?
 Both the Kittitas County Sheriff and CWU Police 
have adopted the Department of  Homeland Security’s 
(DHS) method of  run-hide-fight. 
   Run
 Higashiyama urges finding cover and 
concealment, separating yourself  from the shooter and 
running as far away as possible.
 “Get on a bus and go to Spokane,” 
Higashiyama said, stressing the 
importance of  getting far away 
from the situation. 
 CWU Police Lieutenant Marc 
McPherson echoed Higashiyama’s ideas, 
but also said that students should take 
anyone they can with them. The ultimate 
goal is personal safety first, then help 
others, McPherson added.  
   Hide
 Students should build barricades and try to make 
it impossible for a threat to reach them in the absence of  
a clear escape route, according to McPherson. Students 
should silence their cell phones and hide in an area in 
which they are not visible to the shooter, according 
to the DHS. 
   Fight
   
 Students should only fight as a last resort, 
McPherson said. He does not recommend any specific 
take-down techniques, but to just use whatever is 
available. The DHS advises throwing objects and using 
physical aggression when engaging the shooter. 
 “We’re dealing with mental health issues here,” 
“We’re dealing with 
mental health issues 
here, you can’t bargain 
with these people. You 
can’t plead.”
- Darren Higashiyama, Kittitas 
County Sheriff’s Department
ACTIVE
SHOOTER
PROTOCOL
RUN
HIDE
FIGHT
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CWU faculty have     
expressed concern for 
campus saftey. 
Here’s what to do if 
there is a shooter on 
campus.
Higashiyama said. “You can’t bargain with these 
people. You can’t plead.”
	 Run-hide-fight	is	the	standard	recommended	
action for anyone involved in an active shooter 
situation. According to Higashiyama, students 
should not run at law enforcement at the scene for 
help. Law enforcement must decide in an instant 
if  a person running toward them is a threat and 
victims could be mistaken as so. 
 Students also should not engage a shooter 
if 	they	have	an	opportunity	to	flee	the	situation,	
McPherson said.
 “The best help you can do is to be the one to 
report it,” Mcpherson added. 
 Law enforcement response time from the 
county or Ellensburg police departments vary, 
according to Higashiyama. He noted that it takes 
some	time	for	officers	on	foot	to	reach	the	SURC,	
if  there were an active shooter situation in the 
building. 
	 Campus	police	have	a	much	faster	response	
time.	According	to	Mcpherson,	CWU	Police	can	
reach	the	SURC	from	the	far	corners	of 	campus	in	
two to three minutes. They also can call on agency 
assists, which alerts other law enforcement agencies 
who are close to the situation.
 Once law enforcement arrives to a reported 
active shooter situation, the protocol is simple: “get 
in and stop the threat,” McPherson said.
	 Previous	protocol	called	in	SWAT	for	such	
situations,	or	even	called	for	three	or	four	officers	
to be present before neutralizing the threat. Now, 
the	first	deputy	to	arrive	on	scene	takes	care	of 	the	
threat, Higashiyama said. 
 After the threat is stopped, the focus shifts 
to any victims requiring medical attention, then to 
any immediate safety concerns such as damaged 
structures. 
	 Faculty	and	staff	must	keep	up	on	their	safety	
training. They are required to complete emergency 
preparedness courses every two years, according 
to	CWU	Police	Department	Assistant	Chief 	Eric	
Twaites. 
 McPherson said using Rape Aggression 
Defense	(RAD)	techniques	could	subdue	an	active	
shooter	if 	students	are	forced	to	fight	for	their	lives.	
RAD	is	offered	as	P.E.	credit	on	campus.	According	
to McPherson, the class is always waitlisted; 
however,	the	class	is	offered	in	the	community	two	to	
five	times	per	year,	Twaites	said.	
	 The	Kittitas	County	Sheriff	recently	
completed an active shooter exercise in the county 
courthouse on March 30. The next training event is 
scheduled for June in Thorp. That exercise, the Stop 
the Bleed campaign, will focus on applying pressure 
to wounds and getting those injured to trauma care, 
Higashiyama said.
   
   
       
 1,077
Since 1966, 1,077 people have 
lost their lives in mass shootings.
67 83
Number of shootings
 before and after Columbine April 20, 1999.
1966 - 1999 1999 - 2018
7
150 mass shootings since 1966
By Alexa Tymecki, Jack Lambert 
and Isabelle Grotting
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By Xander Fu
Photo Editor
Drake emerged in the SURC 
Theater last Saturday, before 
CWU students stormed the 
stage. The rapper performed fa-
mous hits such as “God’s Plan” 
and “Just Hold on We’re Going 
Home.”
The reverberation of  loud 
cheering and shouting from the 
crowd appears to be the conse-
quence of  a real Drake concert. 
But a closer look reveals other-
wise.
Drake’s lips sometimes didn’t 
match the words and even with 
the sunglasses and under the hat, 
it is clear that this wasn’t the for-
mer Degrassi star. This was Chris 
Jones, a 28-year-old hypnotist.
Jones, a Chicago native, be-
gan his career as a magician but 
was met with little success. 
“I wasn’t very good at magic,” 
Jones said. “When I was in grad 
school, I met a doctor using hyp-
nosis to help people and that got 
me into it.”
Jones was sling-shotted into 
the limelight after appearing on 
Season 10 of  “America’s Got 
Talent,” where he hypnotized 
Howie Mandel. 
Aside from performing at col-
lege campuses, Jones helps folks 
lose weight and quit smoking.
Besides his Drake imitation 
routine, he also transformed his 
hypnotized subjects into zom-
bies. In this state, the student 
subjects were slaves not only to 
“Zombie King” Chris Jones, but 
also to the rhythm of  Michael 
Jackon’s “Thriller.”
At another point, he had his 
dazed subjects come up with their 
super powers of  choice. “I laser the 
fuckboys,” one of  them slurred. 
For his fi nal act, Jones had his 
subjects exit the stage as well as 
their trance. 
After walking down the stage 
and down the aisle, the students 
were snapped into recollection 
and embarrassment. 
Chris Jones 
gives hypnotic 
performance 
Sugar Thai Cuisine
Open 7 Days a Week
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9:30pm
Sun. Noon - 9pm
10% Off Any Purchase Sugar Thai Cuisine
(509).933.4224 • Fax (509).933.4288
306 N Pine St, Ellensburg, WA 98926
The Best of Thai Food
Chris Jones opens his show with a comedy routine, (top) hypnotizes students (middle) and imitates Drake (bottom) during his show last Saturday in the SURC Theater.
Xander Fu/The Observer
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PNW poets crawl toward creativity
By Bryce Jungquist
Staff Reporter
On Saturday April 7, groups 
of  people sat at tables and lis-
tened to several poets perform at 
Gard Vintners. The atmosphere 
was quiet. Members of  the au-
dience looked down while listen-
ing to the words. Sounds of  ap-
plause filled the small space after 
each poet finished their reading. 
Those who attended this 
year’s Inland Poetry Prowl were 
able to hear work of  different 
performing poets, attend open 
mics, craft talks and more. The 
event has been going on for 
three years and took place last 
weekend, April 6 to 8.  
All the attractions were at 
different venues around El-
lensburg. It began with a First 
Friday Art Walk and ended on 
Sunday with the viewing of  a 
documentary. This year’s poetry 
prowl was titled “Langston’s Po-
etry Blues” after deceased poet 
Langston Hughes.  
Carolyne Wright was one 
of  the visiting poets. She lives 
in Seattle and teaches part-time 
at a community literary center 
called Richard Hugo House. 
Wright said it’s important for 
CWU students to get a feeling 
for how being a writer can be 
exciting, joyful and diverse. 
Wright believes that in order 
for upcoming poets to establish 
their voice, writing and express-
ing one’s innermost thoughts 
through performing at open 
mics is essential. It’s important 
for students to be “interested in 
the world around you and life 
around you,” Wright said. 
One of  things Wright did 
at the event was give a craft 
talk about publishing to a 
small audience. 
Joanna Thomas, organiz-
er and founder for the Inland 
Poetry Prowl said the event got 
started for her when she attend-
ed a LiTFUSE event in Tieton, 
Washington. 
LiTFUSE, which was found-
ed in 2007, is an annual week-
end-long poetry workshop.
“I thought ‘my goodness, we 
should have something like this 
in Ellensburg,’” Thomas said. 
“Because, look at all the other 
things we have.”
Ellensburg has many oth-
er unique and eccentric events 
such as a jazz festival, dachs-
hunds on parade, BrewFest, 
and a film festival. Thomas said 
there wasn’t a literary event here 
that was the size of  LiTFUSE. 
Thomas said this year, 
they’ve had to get larger 
venues. The poets come and 
perform for free. 
Some of  the reasons the 
poets have for performing for 
free are the same motives for 
college students to attend. 
Thomas said the poets come 
because of  possible connec-
tions, comradery and ability to 
add this to their reading list.
“It’s how [the poets] build 
their reputations and their 
names,” Thomas said.    
Daniel Edward Moore is 
another poet who performed 
during the prowl. He resides in 
Oak Harbor and works as an as-
sistant director in the sleep med-
icine department at Whidbey 
Island Hospital. 
Moore said he wants poets at 
this event to find inspiration. 
He said what’s most import-
ant in him being older and away 
from a college town is being able 
to give younger poets getting a 
chance to witness older ones, 
because poets who are older 
have really earned their rights to 
the artform. Experienced artists 
have a diverse history which sig-
nifies what can be achieved. 
Moore said he took a few 
of  his works to perform upon 
receiving the topics of  sex and 
death. He said people who came 
to listen to him would be hear-
ing erotica. Moore said he does 
a lot of  erotica that’s biblical 
and that’s what he was known 
for in the early 2000s. 
Thomas said she believes 
poetry is important all over. She 
said people in the Northwest are 
privileged because it’s an inspir-
ing environment. Thomas said 
many of  us are without light 
during our grey winters and 
the Pacific Northwest can range 
from desert to rainforest.
“People are inspired by the 
landscape, they’re inspired by 
each other, but poetry is alive 
and well,” Thomas said.
By Anakaren Garcia
Staff Reporter
“Opera is for Everyone One 
Acts: Something for Everyone” 
showcased four acts the weekend 
of  April 6, two of  which were 
children friendly stories: the story 
of  Little Red Riding Hood and 
El Gato con Botas, a Spanish 
translation of  Puss in Boots. 
Over the weekend, Co-Di-
rectors Dr. Gayla Blaisdell and 
Tor Blaisdell, married CWU 
professors, put on an opera show 
at the Hertz 
T h e a t e r . 
The show 
consisted of  
four acts, 
The Fan-
ciful Fairy 
Tales: Little 
Red Riding 
Hood & El 
Gato con 
Botas, The Heart-wrenching 
Drama: Riders to the Sea, and 
The Modern Condition: Straw-
berry Fields.
The acts were spread out 
across three days. Little Red 
Riding Hood, Riders to the 
Sea, and Strawberry Fields were 
performed April 6. El Gato 
con Botas, Riders to the Sea, 
and Strawberry Fields were 
performed April 8. Little Red 
Riding Hood and El Gato con 
Botas were performed April 9.  
El Gato con Botas was the 
only act this weekend to be per-
formed entirely in Spanish. The 
Blaisdell’s plan to bring their 
rendition of  Puss in Boots to 
several elementary schools in or-
der to bridge language barriers 
for non-native English speakers. 
Tor Blaisdell wanted to make 
sure that kids would be able to 
enjoy the opera in their native 
language,“If  these kids laugh, we 
know we’re nailing it,” he said.
T h e 
B l a i s d e l l s 
decided to 
incorporate 
child-friend-
ly stories 
into their 
opera show 
b e c a u s e 
“ [ they ’re ] 
all about 
busting opera myths,” Tor 
Blaisdell said. One of  the op-
era myths being there’s no such 
thing as children’s opera and the 
other being whether or not chil-
dren will be able to understand 
what is being sung. 
“They are [relevant] as long 
as we care enough to educate 
the next generation [about fine 
arts],” Blaisdell said. “If  we 
don’t say, ‘hey this is something 
that we want you to under-
stand,’ you just put a little bit 
into it, and the rewards are go-
ing to be tremendous.”
Megan Schwark, a graduate 
student with a major in local per-
formance,, said she enjoyed work-
ing in the children’s opera acts be-
cause the subject matter is lighter 
and funnier than typical dramas.
Schwark said she was es-
pecially excited for the show 
because this is the first opera 
she’s ever been a part of. “The 
amount of  work that we’ve all 
put into it is immense, and to see 
that all come together, there’s 
something kind of  exciting in 
that,” Schwark said.
Dalton Osborne, a third-year 
music student, said he was most 
excited to be able to perform 
El Gato con Botas at several el-
ementary schools because the 
students, “will get to experience 
opera in their own language.”
Schwark hopes the children’s 
opera acts will help the kids at 
the elementary schools overcome 
vocabulary limitations, language 
barriers, and presentation stereo-
types come to understand after.
“Getting kids connected 
to music and to opera, just in 
general, is how [opera] is go-
ing to continue to be a thing,” 
Schwark said. 
Burg residents learn the wonders of opera
Emily Gwinn presents a poem at Gard Vintners in downtown Ellensburg during the Inland Poetry Prowl on Saturday, April 7.
Xander Fu/The Observer
Opera performers rehearse their lines at a dress rehearsal on Thursday April 5.
Xander Fu/The Observer
”
“Getting kids connected to music and to opera, just in general, is how [opera] is go-
ing to continue to be a thing
-Megan Schwark, Performer
By Hanson Lee
Sports Editor
Defensive Coordinator 
Scott Power has chosen to 
part ways with the Wildcat 
program after recently ac-
cepting a 
c o a c h i n g 
p o s i t i o n 
as the de-
f e n s i v e 
coord ina -
tor at Tex-
as A&M 
U n i ve r s i -
ty Com-
m e r c e 
(TAMUC). 
P o w -
er joined 
the Wild-
cats in 2016, where he had 
an immediate impact on the 
defensive side of  the ball. In 
Power’s first season at CWU, 
the Wildcat defense earned a 
top-25 ranking for total de-
fense, rush defense, red zone 
defense and sacks. The Wild-
cats also averaged 10.7 tack-
les for loss per game which 
led the entire NCAA.
TAMUC defeated West 
Florida 37-27 to capture the 
NCAA Division II National 
Championship last season. 
The Wildcats, who are 
coming off  an impressive 
showing last season after win-
ning the GNAC tournament 
with an 11-1 record, were 
eliminated in double overtime 
by TAMUC in the regional 
quarterfinals of  the NCAA 
Division II Tournament. The 
final score was 34-31. 
For the time being, special 
teams coordinator and defen-
sive backs coach Benny Boyd 
has taken over the role of  fill-
ing in, in Power’s absence.
Shoemaker said that the 
main focus at the moment is 
making sure that the team is 
getting ready for spring ball. 
Shoemaker said that once 
spring ball is over, the pro-
gram will look to accelerate 
the process of  finding a new 
defensive coordinator.
“He thought it was a good 
move for him and his family, 
and a better opportunity for 
expanding his network and 
getting more experience,” 
Shoemaker said. “We’re sor-
ry to see [him] go, but it’s 
part of  the profession.”
By Austin Lane
Staff Reporter
HarLee Ortega grew up want-
ing to play softball, but it was 
when her eighth-grade math 
teacher told her she had the po-
tential to be good at track and 
field that she joined.
Now, Ortega has cemented her 
name in the history books for the 
CWU Track and Field team.
Ortega is a redshirt junior and 
recently broke the school’s track 
and field record in the heptathlon. 
The previous record was 4,647 
points held by Lona Joslin and 
was the school record from 1984. 
Ortega now owns the record with 
a score of  4,875.
Ortega is also ninth in the 
school’s 100-meter hurdles, second 
in the triple jump, ninth in the high 
jump, and third in the long jump.
Ortega’s recent performance 
at the NCAA Division II Indoor 
Championships on March 10 set 
the bar for her future goals. Here 
she posted a personal record in 
an event within the heptathlon, 
the 800 meters. With a new per-
sonal record of  2:20, this has 
been an event within the hep-
tathlon that she has wanted to 
constantly improve in.
“That’s always been something I 
wanted to do, but I never thought I 
could,” Ortega said.
Assistant coach Brittany Aanstad 
saw the potential in Ortega early on 
and knew that by the end of  Orte-
ga’s time at CWU some school re-
cords would be broken.
When Ortega came to CWU, 
she had never heard of  the hep-
tathlon. Ortega didn’t think she was 
going to excel at the event until the 
end of  her sophomore year and 
“never believed” coach Aanstad 
the first two years she competed at 
the collegiate level. Now, just a few 
years later, she holds the school re-
cord for the event and is ranked fifth 
nationally in heptathlon.
Aanstad said that when Ortega 
first arrived as a freshman, they met 
to go over both indoor and out-
door goals and “all of  [the goals] 
were well over the school records.” 
Breaking the school’s record for the 
heptathlon was one of  these goals.
“That has been the goal from 
day one,” Aanstad said. “She was 
so proud of  herself  and that was 
very fulfilling as a coach that we 
set that goal and we were able to 
achieve it.”
Aanstad has coached Orte-
ga every year she has competed 
at CWU, and Ortega recalls her 
freshman year, when she thought 
Aanstad set the bar a little too high, 
even for herself.
“Brittany has always said ‘this 
is the mindset, this should be your 
goal’ and I never thought I could do 
that,” Ortega said.
Ortega feels good about where 
her heptathlon score is overall but 
still feels like there is room for im-
provement.
“My score right now for the 
[heptathlon] is good,” Ortega said. 
“I’m happy with it, but I think I 
could do better.”
Ortega’s teammate and fellow 
heptathlete Katie Collins said that 
Ortega “really pushes you to get 
better and she wants us to push her 
to get better.”
Ortega has consistently improved 
in the heptathlon. As a freshman, 
Ortega posted a 4,158 in the event. 
Then, as a redshirt sophomore, she 
improved to 4,558. Now, with the 
rest of  this season and next season 
as well, Ortega feels like she can 
reach new heights in the event.
“I actually have had a goal, I 
wanted to get 5,050 points,” Or-
tega said.
Ortega is also looking forward to 
what she will do after college.
“I’m getting a degree in recre-
ation and tourism, so I want to pur-
sue that as well,” Ortega said. “But 
I think coaching on the side would 
be fun.” 
Ortega has been shooting to 
break multiple school records from 
the beginning of  her college career. 
Now, as she competes this year and 
finishes her college career next year, 
Ortega knows there is more to her 
legacy than her current accom-
plishments.
“I’m pretty happy with where 
I’m at,” Ortega said. “There [are] 
still a couple school records that I 
would like to have.”
The CWU football program 
has officially added Spencer 
Capitani and Grant Torgerson 
to their 2018 coaching staff. 
Capitani is joining the Wild-
cats as an assistant coach on the 
defensive end after spending 
two seasons as the cornerbacks 
coach at Minnesota State. 
Torgerson is joining the 
Wildcats after spending the past 
seven seasons with Southern 
Oregon, where he was a player 
for five seasons and an assistant 
coach for two seasons.  
“Both of  these guys come from 
really strong programs,” said head 
coach Ian Shoemaker. We’re 
“looking forward to them bringing 
some leadership and some com-
mitment to the program.”
Both have established connec-
tions with CWU’s coaching staff 
over the years and Shoemaker 
believes they are a great fit for 
the Ellensburg community, 
CWU and the football program. 
Shoemaker said that being 
able to have first hand knowl-
edge of  the two coaches from 
the coaching staff helped influ-
ence the decision to bring them 
onto the program.
Capitani and Torgerson 
are expected to join practices 
before spring ball.
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Coaching changes hit Wildcat football
HarLee Ortega competes in the long jump on day one of  the GNAC Indoor Track and Field Championships.
Courtesy of Loren Orr
O r t e g a  b r e a k s  r e c o r d s  a t  C W U 
Scott Power to TAMUC Capitani and Torgerson join staff
Spencer Capitani (left) and Grant Torgerson (right) have joined the football staff. 
Courtesy of CWU Athletics
 Scott Power.
CWU Athketics 
By Rachel Greve
Staff Reporter
CWU Baseball is looking to 
kick off  the second half  of  the 
season this weekend in Lacey, 
Washington in their four-game 
series against Saint Martin’s 
University (SMU) starting Sat-
urday at 1 p.m. 
The Wildcats, currently 13-11 
in the GNAC with a 18-16 over-
all record, are seeking another 
series win over SMU.
 SMU is currently last place 
in the GNAC at 5-19 and an 
overall record of  6-26 and is led 
by junior outfi elder Austin Feist 
and senior outfi elder Steven 
Sordahl this season.
Feist is batting .298 with four 
home runs, 19 RBIs and a slug-
ging percentage of  .496. Sordahl 
is batting .287 with a slugging 
percentage of  .344.
The two teams met earlier 
this season in March, with the 
Wildcats taking the series 3-1 at 
home in Ellensburg.
The Wildcats are sitting third 
in the GNAC and looking to im-
prove their record after a tough 
series against Montana State 
University Billings (MSUB) 
dropping the series 1-3 March 
30 and 31.“We really have to 
take it one weekend at a time, 
one game at a time,” assistant 
coach Scott Stone said after the 
losses against MSUB.Senior 
outfi elder Dusting Braun has 
made an impact with the team 
this season. The senior transfer 
is the fourth best hitter for the 
Wildcats with a current .347 
batting average.
With a younger team this sea-
son, the Wildcats are looking at 
freshmen to step up. Mitch Les-
meister’s name was mentioned 
time and time again.
“He’s been in the leadoff  posi-
tion and stepped up big this sea-
son and fi lled that hole we were 
missing,” Stone said.
Lesmeister, a freshman out 
of  Walla Walla, Washington is 
currently sitting at a .310 bat-
ting average and .420 slugging 
percentage.  
“We worked on the fundamen-
tals all week,” Braun said. “We 
worked on the little things this 
week, doing the little things right 
will lead to greater success.”
The Wildcats are looking to 
come off  a three-game losing 
streak against Concordia Uni-
versity this past weekend when 
they went 1-3.
“We aren’t playing consistent 
baseball,” head coach Desi Sto-
rey told wildcatsports.com after 
Monday’s losses in Portland.
The Wildcats started the se-
ries off  strong with a 7-0 win 
before dropping the fi nal three 
games 2-3, 3-16, and 2-5.
“I’m looking forward to a new 
weekend and [proving] that we 
are a new team and can come 
out here and win,” Braun said.
Braun has hit four home runs 
this season with 23 RBIs and has a 
slugging percentage of  .570.
“The hardest part this season 
has been staying consistent,” 
sophomore outfi elder Justin 
Hampson said. “Sometimes our 
hitting works and sometimes our 
pitching works, and we really 
need to mesh that together.”
Hampson has a .365 batting 
average with one home run on 
the season, 16 RBIs and a slug-
ging percentage of  .504.
The Wildcats are looking to 
hold strong in the GNAC stand-
ings with the start of  the second 
half  of  the season quickly com-
ing to an end.
 “There were times in the fi rst 
half  where we played to our 
abilities. We need to fi nd the 
consistency to play to our capa-
bilities game in, game out. We 
had some success at home and 
now it’s time to expand on that 
success on the road,” Storey said 
to wildcatsports.com
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Basebal l  ready  for  SMU
Senior Pitcher Seth Pedersen attempts to bring CWU back from a 4 run defi cit.
Tanner Gunnells/The Observer
Athletics 
Review
Baseball
@ Concordia
1-3 (18-16)
The Wildcats faced Con-
cordia for a four game series on 
the road April 8-9. After defeat-
ing Concordia 7-0 in the fi rst 
game of  the series, the Wildcats 
dropped three games by scores 
of  2-3, 3-16 and 2-5. The 
Wildcats will look to rebound 
this weekend when they hit the 
road against SMU.  
Softball
@ Simon Fraser
2-0 (24-9)
The Wildcats completed 
their series sweep against 
Simon Fraser on April 9, taking 
both games by scores of  5-1 
and 8-7. The Wildcats will hit 
the road to face off  against 
NNU this Friday.
Menʼs Rugby
v. BYU
22-38 (17-6)
Despite falling to the Cou-
gars in their fi nal game of  the 
regular season, the Wildcats 
advanced to the D1A play-
off s as the No. 15 seed. The 
Wildcats will face No. 2 seed 
Life University this Saturday in 
Marietta, Georgia. 
ascwu elections
8AM - 8PM IN PERSON SURC entrances
12:01AM - 8PM ballot.votebuilder.net/cwu/
wednesday, april 18
  
 
 
ROCK     VOTEthe
Join the party! Music, activities and... the 
FIRST 250 TO VOTE IN PERSON AT 
THE SURC WILL GET A FREE VOUCHER  
TO THE CWU FOOD TRUCK! 
Good for pulled pork slider sample, 
chips and a soda. Redeem 4 - 6PM.
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Fly fi shing the Yakima 
F l y 
tying methods are taught at these class-
es, which is making an imitation of  a 
bug that fi sh would eat.  
One of  the things taught at the class-
es is that fl ies can be made with com-
mon household items. 
Most of  the classes will give informa-
tion on fl ies used on the Yakima River. 
“This is when all the bugs start com-
ing out and 
fi sh become 
more active 
because it is 
warmer out,” 
Steve Wor-
ley, owner of  
Worley-Bug-
ger said.
Guide ser-
vices in the 
spring are 
$295 and 
during the 
summer, they 
are $450 for a full day of  fi shing.
“We do classes every week at the 
shop and we also do a lot of  fl y tying 
classes at the university,” said Worley. 
“This area in 100 square miles you can 
catch so many diff erent species of  fi sh, 
we really do have it good.” 
Worley talked a lot about fl ies for 
trout fi shing on the Yakima River in 
the summer. 
He said there is about a two-week pe-
riod for each fl y. He talked about how 
bugs hatch and during a short time the 
trout will like to eat that bug for the 
upcoming weeks.
Troutwater is another fl y shop locat-
ed in the heart of  downtown Ellens-
burg and has been open for eight years, 
and the Cle Elum shop has been open 
for 16 years.
As for beginner spots on the Yakima, 
“Irene Rinehart park is a great year-
round place for beginners and Ringer 
Loop Road,” said Ted Truglio, owner 
of  Troutwater. 
Truglio also recommended other 
spots on the 
Yakima River 
such as Ring-
er Loop Road, 
which has a 
boat launch 
and a walking 
path to get up 
and down the 
river. 
Troutwater 
does business 
with Sunca-
dia, a resort in 
Cle Elum. 
Troutwater does all Suncadia’s guid-
ed trips from fi shing all the way to bird 
watching. 
In cold weather Truglio recommend-
ed to use Mayfl y Blue-Winged Olives, 
and in warm weather he recommend-
ed Pheasant Tail Nymphs.
“The best time of  the year to fl y fi sh 
in this area is summer through fall,” 
Truglio said.  
PLAN TO WALK AT 
COMMENCEMENT?
Purchase your cap and gown 
package by May 21, 2017 and 
receive 35% off any frame over 
$100.
SAVE THE DATE 
FOR GRAD KICKOFF
Pick up your regalia and enter 
for a chance to win a FREE 
graduation frame and other 
great prizes.
CWU-Ellensburg
April 17 and 18
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
SURC Ballroom 
CWU-Des Moines
April 25
1-7 p.m.
Higher Education Center  
CWU-Lynnwood
April 26
1-7 p.m.
Snoqualmie Hall
2018 CWU
COMMENCEMENT
CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. For accommodation e-mail: DS@cwu.edu  •  18-WS-1TS
”
“We do classes every week at the shop and we also do a lot of fl y tying classes at the university. 
-Steve Worley, owner of Worley-Bugger
The Yakima River as viewed from Washington State Route 10.
Wikimedia  Commons
Yakima River, a popular sight for fl y fi shing south of  Union Gap.
Wikimedia Commons
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